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THE BATTLE OP GEBMANTOWN DESCEIBED BY A 
HESSIAN OFFICER 

[The following extracts from the journal and report of Captain Fred- 
erick Ernest von Miinchhausen was furnished to the Society some years 
ago by the late George Bancroft, who had it transcribed from a manu- 
script in his possession. It has been translated for the Pennsylvania 
Magazine by Joseph G. Eosengarten, Esq. Captain Mttnchhausen was 
attached to the Eegiment Landgraf, and he also served on the staffs of 
Sir "William Howe and Clinton. — Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

On October 4th, I rode very early to Philadelphia by order 
of my General to arrest a man named Reiehel, who was 
concealed there. In the late war he was a Lieutenant and 
Regimental Quartermaster in the Brunswick Battalion "Wit- 
torf, — came to this country two years ago, and has been 
constantly employed by the Quartermaster General of the 
Rebels, — this was Lutterloh's title, — he remained in the 
Brunswick service and was employed in its departments. I 
was very near Philadelphia, about half past five in the morn- 
ing, when I heard cannonading in my rear. I hasted quickly 
as possible to the headquarters of Lord Oornwallis, asked one 
of his adjutants to report the firing to his lordship, who was 
still asleep, and to have Reiehel arrested. Then I hastened 
to return to my General. As I knew that the General was 
always to be found where the fire was sharpest, I rode at 
once towards the heaviest reports and there I found him. 
General Washington yesterday assured his whole army, 
over 20,000 strong again, that Burgoyne was completely de- 
feated, that we had not 6000 men in camp, on account of the 
numerous detachments sent to Philadelphia, to Willming- 
ton, to Billingsport etc., — that we had sent the best troops 
to these places. Now was the time to defeat us like Bur- 
goyne, and if they would behave like really brave soldiers 
and keep quiet, he promised that tomorrow evening he 
would lead them into Philadelphia. After he had given his 
men rum, leaving a couple of thousand men with the bag- 
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gage, tents etc., in his camp fifteen miles from our outposts, 
last evening at six o'clock he started in three columns to 
march against us. Just before starting, he detached 600 
men with three guns and ordered them the next morning 
an hour before daybreak to attack our left wing, where the 
Hessian Jagers were posted on the Schuylkill, with great 
noise and hotly. "Washington himself marched the whole 
night, a couple of miles from our outposts he halted, again 
issued rum to his men, and then formed the columns in line 
which were to attack our right wing, namely the Guard and 
1st Battalion Light Infantry, — with the other two columns 
he attacked at first in column, afterwards they moved into 
line, — our 2nd Battalion Light Infantry, which as I have 
said, stood somewhat in front of our line advanced as an 
outpost, and which owing to the heavy fog and the unusual 
quiet maintained by the enemy, was first aware of his ap- 
proach by his attack. The Light Infantry, as may well be 
believed, was forced to fall back ; they formed again how- 
ever, when the 5th Regiment of the 2nd Brigade came up 
in good order, — they held the advance of the heavy force of 
the enemy in check for a time, but were after severe loss 
forced to yield ground too. At this time I came up and 
was greatly astonished to see what I had never seen before, 
the English rapidly flying. By order of my General, who 
was on the spot, the 40th Begiment came up at this critical 
moment. Col. Musgrave, who commanded it, saw the 
Light Infantry and the 5th Regiment throw themselves on 
him; he detached half his regiment forward to sustain 
them, and threw himself and the other half in a massive 
building between the two roads on which the two columns 
of the enemy were coming. This well planned and boldly 
executed movement of Col. Musgrave was of the greatest 
advantage to our corps, — the enemy took so much time in 
waiting for guns with which to drive him out, that General 
Howe, who had hurried back, got time to bring up the rest 
of the 2nd Brigade, the 1st, 4th and 3rd Brigades, with the 
Hessian Leib Regiment, formed them in line, and forced 
the enemy to fly. In the meantime our Jagers on the left 
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wing were attacked by the 600 men, sent by Washington 
over the Schuylkill ; this led the General to send to their 
support a Hessian Grenadier Battalion left in camp, and the 
Donop Regiment as well as the Grenadiers at first moved 
forward with the rest of the line, but was obliged to fall 
back and form on the left wing of the Hessian Leib Regi- 
ment, on a hill make a defensive line to cover our left flank. 
At this time too, they attacked our Guard, the 1st Battalion 
Light Infantry and Whym's \_sic] corps, and drew off ap- 
parently to their left, as if they would outflank our right 
wing, but here too, they were brought to a stand, mainly 
by the arrival of the English Grenadiers and a Battalion 
of Hessian Grenadiers. Cornwallis left a battalion of Hes- 
sian Grenadiers in Philadelphia, and these as well as the two 
English Regiments detached yesterday just across the 
Schuylkill, which were at once brought back to Phila- 
delphia, were seen by the Rebels coming forward, and thus 
helped to the final result. The Hessian Grenadier Battalion 
which came from Philadelphia was posted between the 
Donop Regiment and our Jagers and the Grenadier Bat- 
talion Minnigerode which was with the Jagers. 

[explanation of the plan. 1 ] 

No. 1, First column of the Kebels, which 

No. 2, came over Chestnut Hill, 

No. 3, the Light Infantry in the upper part of Germantown 

No. 4, threw itself into this position 

No. 5, then formed in line, and then 

No. 6, were posted by Col. Musgrave in the house which they steadily 

held — 
No. 7, the second column of the Eebels which attacked the Light 

Infantry at No. 3, on the flank and drove it as well as the 

5th Eegiment from its advanced position back to 
No. 8, where it formed for an attack on No. 6, the house in which 

Col. Musgrave and the half of his Eegiment the 40th were 

posted, while the other half was at 
No. 9, where it was attacked and formed in line. 
Nos. 10 and 11, the third column of the Eebels, 
No. 12, the line taken by it, attacking at 

1 The discrepancies in "Explanation of the Plan" are in the original. 
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No. 13, our Guard, 

No. 14, the 1st Battalion Light Infantry, and 

No. 15, Whym's Corps. 

a. The Hessian Jagers supported by the Minnigerode Grenadiers, 

b. attacked by 600 Eebels with 4 guns. 

c. Hessian Leib Regiment, 

d. 3rd Brigade, 

e. 4th Brigade, 
/. 2nd Brigade, 

g. 1st Brigade English troops, completing the line, with which General 

Howe drove the enemy and marched forward. 
Observations : As the lines of c, d., e.,f., g., join Nos. 13, 14, and 

15, — so they stood in order in camp. 
h. is the Donop Regiment as it made 
i. the English Grenadiers 

k. a Hessian Grenadier Battalion which came from Philadelphia 
m. militia with 2 guns, 
n. Militia threatening Philadelphia, 
x. y — the two roads by which most of the Eebels withdrew, and on 

which we pursued them for some distance. 

On the one road General Howe with Lord Cornwallis fol- 
lowed with the English Grenadiers, Dragoons, two Brigades, 
English troops, and the 2nd Battalion Light Infantry. On 
the other road General Grant followed with 2 Brigades 
English troops, 1 Battalion Light Infantry and Whym's 
Corps. The Hessian Jagers and 2 Battalions Hessian 
Grenadiers remained to cover the left wing, Donop and the 
Leib Regiment of the Hessians and the 40th English Regi- 
ment remained near Chestnut hill and moved gradually 
back to Germantown, — both under the command of Gen 1 
von Kniphausen. On the right wing and back to Phila- 
delphia were posted the English Guards under General 
Matthiers \sic\ and distributed on that line. 

On both roads we followed the enemy over 9 miles be- 
yond our outposts; it was impossible for us to get up to 
them and still more to seize any of their guns, for these had 
been sent on before the soldiers retired. Besides the roads 
were very good and their army had plenty and good horses. 
Our loss was 387 killed and wounded, among them 35 of- 
ficers, and of these the English General Agnew and two 
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Colonels were killed. The Hessians lost only 14 killed and 
wounded, — Gen 1 v. Stirn was the only officer wounded, — a 
slight contusion of the left arm. Our loss was very small. 
Of the Rebels we buried more than 300, and took prisoners 
438, including 47 officers. 

The Rebels carried off a large number of their wounded, 
as we could see by the blood on the roads, on which we fol- 
lowed them so far. Add to this the large number that in 
case of defeat always run away, and their loss must have 
been very serious. Some of their munition wagons fell into 
our hands. Everybody admits that "Washington's plan was 
a good one ; through his excellent spies he knew exactly 
our position, and that througb the detachments sent out to 
the distant points of our mucb too extended lines, every- 
thing depended on a single line, and if he attacked us, there 
were no regiments in reserve to send to the threatened point. 
On this account he planned a false attack on the left wing, 
to alarm us, and when we heard his 4 guns, which he had 
ordered to be fired rapidly, we should move in that direc- 
tion, and his two columns would fall on our centre and 
either drive us on if we drew our right wing to support the 
centre, then his 3d column would attack our weakened right 
and come in on our rear through Germantown. 

To alarm the garrison in Philadelphia at the same time as 
he attacked us, Washington directed some hundred militia 
to show themselves both on the Jersey shore of the Dela- 
ware and across the Schuylkill. Lord Cornwallis soon saw 
that this was only a false attack, and promptly moved out to 
the front. The Grenadiers returned in the evening to 
Philadelphia. In the evening after dinner General Howe 
again oflered me a post in the English service, as the heavy 
loss of the day made a good opportunity. I will wait how- 
ever, to learn whether General von Jungheim in Cassel, who 
has looked after my interests up to this time, has not got me 
a Company yet, — for that is, I think, as good as Major in 
the English service. 



